ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 


Crown Copyright documents reproduced by courtesy of The 
National Archives, London, England. 


www.nationalarchives.gov.uk 


The National Archives give no warranty as to the accuracy, 
completeness or fitness for the purpose of the information 
provided. 


Images may be used only for purposes of research, private 
study or education. Applications for any other use should be 
made to The National Archives Image Library, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU. 


SBN SSeS ESTER SR SOE at PoE 


% 


" 


2G Gas 


3 
ae 


inert 


ve 


(C7 


Ss 
a 
PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 
Last P 
_ FSu> 
| 8 
. 5 Refere 
Following document(s)* x Ease [usc 
retained-in-the- Department oferigin* ‘ Ewtsetye/c 
transferred to PRO Safe Room* n 
ZSSELRO J ct ¥ VA s/ - 
FZ SUL2/ bs 
2 
a ° 
5 
2 
g 
t 
and closed until 
*delete as necessary 
(Action 
completed.) 
i og y _ / 
x l / 


Cano ws Manca fi ||| —_—_— BB 0 


es ; a | a Q MoO | : | | ; 
2 | acy. | | | 
Repe ated 


Last Paper. 
ESu dy Y 

our 
June 17th. 


AS ve 
report Ne. 
despatch W 
longer sus 
innigratio 


pretation : 
to Rome). 


References. 
E48u[usie, 
Ex<ts 3 Is, 


aouasafay 


(How disposed Of.) wm 


s)iP ys ab & 
Nios) Ooirs re 210 


NOONOT “391440 08909348 9176Nd JHL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


a 
< 
4 
eo 
= 
oul 
.=J 
ww" 
4 
= 
m 
vw 
Se 
@ 
[ ao 
© 
| 
m 
©o 
°o 
| 
o 
o 
wv" 
= 
© 
= 
[ ao 
i=] 
8 
b 4 


30471 F,O.P. 


~ 
< 
r] 
@ 
= 
~4 
° 
be | 
—t | 
= 
m 
~v 
‘= 
@ 
[ saad 
ie) 
J 
m 
© 
So 
r 
~ | 
°o 
ba | 
= 
oO 
m 
co | 
oS 
3 
= 


| a 
| aa _- | 
Cyphe r/OTP | a EP; SN, 
pd vu gay PERAREMENTAL NO. 
Sir Re Campbell - _ oo | 
No. 4 De. 720 Peme 19th June, 1947. 
7 | 19th June, 1947. R. 2650 am 2th June, 1947. 
| Repeated to : FOREIGN OFFICE No. 1404 
' Port Said ) 
Your despateh N 2 wh 
. G08pare Oe nd ° 
june rth. p and your letter No. 33/10/1 
. As vessel “Lee Sang" does not appear in M.I.5 Week 
report Nc. ‘5S, copy of which was sent vo umer cover of ay 
_ ‘ener ios i, June sath, at is Presumed that it is no 
; *r Suspected of being involved in Jewish illegal 
diumigration traffic to Palestine. gel 
2. W411 Foreign Office please confirm that this intexr- — , 
Pe Ramey Correct (See Foreign Office telegram No. 1061 £ h 


© 
°o 
~~” 
< 
xs 
o> 
= 
or) 
°o 
wh 
=4 
= 
m 
~v 
c 
i] 
[ om 
© 
xz 
m 
© 
°o 
r 
~ ] 
°o 
be | 
be | 
oO 
m 
[ saad 
°o 
2 
=z 


Ky nS 


s4 


«& 


va 
< ° 


( 


8149 Wt. 26469/187 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


“eC. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Zz 
Lu 
a 
k 
o& 
5 
mt 
m | 
O | 
— | 


NOTHING 


AP 


s4 


GA 


va 
< : 


C 


$149 Wt. 26469/187 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


“eC. 


NOTHING 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Z 
Lu 
~ 
= 
ae 
S 
mt 
a 
O 
- 


ES Fe 4 sce ‘ NY 
i - Ba 
Ng 
Ne 


Registry 
No. £5 ¢2 


J-Ec. 


Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


Draft. 


CAIRO 


Telegram. ra 
(Date) faire 
Repeal to :— 


ALEXANDRIA Of 


Mm Lg. 


Cocte~ 
Cypher. 


Distribution :— 


r 


Copies to:— 
rar oe 


. Fe es : : — : ee a eae ess ‘ ar . . : a — \ 
i sa Z . ee tape x 
NX - ‘ 
; X\ 
: ; Pye: 
Noe BNR 3 tes = 
\ 7 ae 4 
mee a x 
NR oe 


OUT FILE 


Pl “btn sang” 
Cave ipdcinat ev 
hewve 


WOONOT ‘391340 QN0934 JITAd SHL JO LHDIYAdOD 


Teg Mae * 


Jb rue 23 


ae 


wh 


Bs : 
Lares N Se N 2 \ a 
os 
a ; 
Sas 
as 
4 
gt 
fy ] 
/ / 
/ 
/ ; 
/ gl 
s? r / J 
u 4 ‘ | 
Z Jf 
/ | 
Bs l é { 4 / x 
; / Jo, 
a? hoor 
Leer : 
f ae / ! 


| 7 : 2 \ ene Genie c, : a : ne ~ ~ 
\- : - “ae < > : = = 
; o é . os - : * e. 7 . 
Me | % a ~ a 7 . : 
el | 
: ; ae 

| i B5425748/6 é 

>| i | < 

=| ff Secret 2 

° : Cypher/OTP DEPARTMAN TAL NO. ° 

- FROM FORJIGN OFFIC? TO CATRO. 

: No. 1210 

5 25rd June 1947. De 3.55 pem. 24th June 1947. 8 

Repeated te Alexandria Ne. 10. ™ 

m vv | e 
g Your telegram Ne. 4 to Alexandria [of 19th June: : ) 8 - > : 

= illegal immigrant ship "Lee Sang"). | ee 

I confirm that "Lee Sang" is ne lenger suspect 
en information available here. 
ty 
; / 2 : 
ee Ph % | | ; J : 
L é ‘ | = 7 v ‘y : J y - j 
| j , . Lg 7 l ; e - fe i 2 
‘ BB ge ope | J ee / w 5 ; 


112/UU/47. 


BRITISH EMBASSY, 
CAIRO. 
27th June, 1947. 


SECRET. EF O4ns AP CG \ 


Dear Department, 


Your telegram No. 1210 of 
June 23rd, about the illegal Jewish 
immigrants. 


May we take it that the varticular 

ruling regarding the vessel "Lee Sang" 

has a general applicetion in the sense 

thet instructions conteined in your 
telegram No. 1061 to Rome relate only 

to ships which avpear on the latest 

M.1l. 5 report availeble and that earlie 
lists may be disregarded? | 


Yours ever, 


te yep 


» 


WOONOT ‘391440 080934 5179Nd 3HL JO LHDIYAdOD 


THIS MARGIN. 


IN 


TO BE WRITTEN 


NOTHING 


The Eastern Department, 
FOREIGN CFFICE, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOGNOT °391490 GY0934 9178Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


y 


mann 


4 


a 
A 7 J a OTR 


ee NS, 5 ar at 


4 
: 
ew 
> 
tl 
co 
.e) 
j= 
O 
= 
1 
O 
z 


’ 


& 


¥ 


we 


ships 


you asked whether 
of Suspect Shi 


ing but 
réed as no 


PP 


could be rega 


complete in it 
that your interpreta 


ite 


and supersedes 
tion is au 


Each list is 


2e 
its predecessor, 60 


correct. 


Yours ever, 
EASTERN 


DEPARTHENT, 


BION E WIS 


~ meee } 
—~— 
C a 
, . 
~~ - 
— re 
x ; 
= 
= = , 
= Re “ 
~ 
~~ = . 
~ ais ~ 
: . 
— 
. - , 
— 
1 
' L ’ 
~~ eee ; & 
~~ ? 
: ‘ te 
~~ XG 
‘ ~. 
~‘ 
a ™; 
at a cist 
“ee 
S 
ay ty. 
™~ : 7 
\, ~ 
~ . 
Ss ~ aie "5 
<a eS : 
w 
ew ~\ ies ~ 
aA 
wee, m a ~“ s 
—, 7 i 7% 
~ SON 
‘ 
° 


df 


\ 


ae Bee, _ : ee 9 re 
. oy 
. ; 5 . 
i 
Py } ; 
do oe) ) 
#2 *) 
) rae 
oft) ; 
; Yee : ‘ 
< ») 
. Py iY : 


Pat 


wh 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


Fo 


Group .. 2. ce eee eee 


ST 


ee a 


Piecd ; 6/57 > 


€©€ee5sew435ooe7e#eeekeete @e @ 


Following document(s} retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 


ESu81/u8 [3/ 


ee. 
< 
= 
o> 
= 
=4 
‘J 
"~ 
~ 
= 
m 
wv 
e 
& 
Cr 
© 
m 
© 
°o 
z 
o 
oe 
A 
a 
oO 
cr 
° 
8 
= 


Registry 
Number - 
TELEGRAM 


No. ber 


Dated t | 


Received ) 
in Registry { 


(How dis; 


(Action 
completed.) 


bs: 
< 
2 
o 
= 
od 
°o 
nv~rA 
~d 
= 
m 
uv 
4 
@ 
| od 
o 
m 
© 
°o 
r 
°o 
° 
ba | 
= 
oO 
m 
| od 
° 
8 
= 


egistry hy 


Newnbor > £5¢ 49 AVY St 


TELEGRAM FRO 


No. Xovd Lani iy! 
Dated Weaken Ai Y low 


Received 
in Registry Sf 


Last Paper. 
Yt ¥/ 


References. 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


(Action 
com leted. ) 


Next Paper. 


» 
BSE RTSRAL ITS dee h NORE AEE YR OL RE DOSER MEME RE tI oS Ht gemeceticnes GQ ct ae ee ae 


PALESTINE 
(olat (hey los locale Tiswegl? nw Of L Va 
af -7, dtl (MI iz 555/105 fy) Mand ie 
a, wottal cf ft, Lf A loll A. ly! A; 
(CAC ise tabasg LK nrpus Lt Oty Cres ye licall 


4 kak ‘hak ry fof 


meat wperolil 


. 


kuyplil Or Ko OU 7 
So, A tho fhianery ; 


(Minutes.) 


NA mail Pe 


30471 ¥F.O.P 


=v 
< 
2 
o 
= 
od 
° 
nv~rA 
~d 
= 
m 
vw 
¢ 
@ 
| od 
o 
m 
© 
°o 
2 
=] 
° 
nv~rA 
= 
oO 
m 
| od 
° 
8 
= 


ING 


(8 \ 
N wT a ‘NS 
ned aif 
D&O. 
mee 
\ ~ ’ 
N re 
Ky. 7 “ 
4 J 
VW “ S \, 
. WN 
/ / 
Vv 
\ 
\ 7 
Vv 
Vv 
; -\ 
‘\ 
\ 
~ ti 
; i 
| 
i 
| 
v/ 
V | 
. az 
/ rc’ 
~  . M 
f , 
. \! 
of 
. 5 
/ 
L / 


nN 
fox a : 
\ \ 
Qo . nN 
a \e ¥ \ 
ro , 
X. 
Vv 
‘¢ 
\A 
a 


SG 


‘ 


(This telegram is of pax Addlaypearecy and should be a 
retained by the authoriged recipient-and not passed on]. 


Cypher/OTP 


lox invershapel, D, 9.58, pet June 23rd, 19476 
me 25rc | Re 4.07. Mem. June 24th, 1947. . 7 | 
Repeated to United Kingdom Delegation New York, Saving. | | i —_ 7 QR 
Confidential. | ? cp /,, a — | | Last Paper. 
Your telegran 6169, © | Es4sy 


Advertisements in United States press in support References. 
of Palestine terrorists. Es939 /48/6 


Villard regrets that all he can say at the moment 
is that the State Department are continuing to pursue 
the matter energetically, he hinted privately 
that the Department of Justice were proving more 
co-operative than the Treasury, He also said that 
a study was being made of similar activities in support 
of the Sinn Fein movement in Ireland after the first 
say war, and indicated that useful precedents had been 


VERS LEE 


~:aduasafay 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


) uP 


2 State Department promise to inform us as soon 
as definite conclusions have been reached, We shall 
continue to remind them of the importance which you 
attach to the matter. | 


WOONOT ‘391490 049093Y 9176Nd 3HL 3O LHDIYAGOD 


TsTg/TLe C 


vw 
< 
= 
o 
= 
= 
°o 
nv~rA 
=4 
= 
m 
vw 
¢ 
@ 
| od 
o 
mn 
© 
o 
| 
~] 
o 
nv~rA 
= 
oO 
™ 
| od 
o 
8 
= 


(Action (Index. 


completed.) I . 
7 JA Wl 


| Next Paper. - 


§ = (E8500) 


Last Paper. 
ES48I 


References. 


Esas 9/43/6 


(How disposed of.) 


) uP 


WOONOT ‘391490 0490934 5178Nd 3HL 4O LHDIYAGOD 
WOONOT ‘391440 0490934 9118Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAGOD 


(Action 
completed.) 


wy « 
Next Paper. 


| Regdas. Sas (iE {Xs ‘o- _ oF 7 
. (= S00) 


30471 F.O.P. 


. 
ae 7 ; . . f | ; 
iwi awd . . , . aw) ‘on / * q cA Ly ; 
Vv o — . { < , . 
” . moa : : . f ’ a . Wh y ; 
. | | : | , po . , ey J 7 7 J 
we / : iw ‘ “s ? , : ‘ ~ . , : ft _ y . 
/ la / /, be ® ae, / J, 7 an ; / | 
| | | J ; | 
¢ y . ‘r , | 
| | . . f. /, | | 
oS Vv é oy / fo ee) ; ; ; | | | 
a a - v | = 


7 - : a an 7 : \ y “ 

N : N . 

= X * ; XQ X \ iN as ee ‘ \ S Ne 

XK 9 ae 
—: \ oa - - 
. = ne 

\ . | 

| eo JUN 1947 /z 

Cypher/OTF ARTMENTAL NO.2e 79 

Ss 
g : o | 

. neral | = =~ 

© De 6045 PeM June 2ord,i O47 « = 7. r 
z Re 12.55 a.m. June 24th,1947. 4 “yp 

n is = 

2 Repeated to FOKEIGN OFFICE Noe 86 = z 

LJ 

: S8SE8 s E 

° DOEDIAT: = = 

a g . 

F Jewish immigration. 2 0 

5 French suthorities advise that President Warfield 2 O 

3 has obtained a seaworthy certificate for the Black 8 z 

$ Sea and permission nas been given to sail in ballast. ic 

a I have informed H.M.S, Bris.... and I shall report O 

departure in due course. Zz 

Ra) he é a tated lt fy wy wi ; 
f 
Jf 
/ 4 / / 
: f f / / 
J J 
pi fn) ly Ly i | ds og My J : 
Vee f 4 ( 7 : / { J 
2 : p ; Ly = | - J J : Q ’ 
/ ; i / ; j ‘ { nod w 
; ye A a Pe J , ‘ Hi } 
Jf a 4S YS a / 3 oe fn Sy / f y 
ae / = / 2 a a - 7 f / : : ad WM J , 


Registry wr 


No.E 544g | a & | or | Y “Fane, 1 a7 


=<3.G. 3.8. Despatched 
| , immigrant traffic 


Draft. 


| | | Z urgently. 
| Marseilles. IMMEDIATE 


ee 


Your telegram No. 64 fof June 
23rd: Jewish illegal immigration’. 

Please clarify bid egestas 
of the certificate granted to the 


"President WVarfield". I trust that 
_ Repeat to: 


/ Z 

? O 

= 
= 
0 
A 
Zz i. 


Ship is still limited to coastwise 


Paris , , whale in Fe WMedtfervanean 
trafricf( see my telegram No. 1067 to 


Paris). ; 
Cypher 

2, Agents of “Aegean Star" (my 

Departmental No. 2 

ae telegram No. 71) report that Shell 


hoe 20 i 


have refused bunkers to this ship and 


have represented to us that she is to 


WOOWOT ‘391440 G4093Y 9170Nd 3HL 4O LHDIYAGOD 


take part in bona fide luxury traffic 


between Marseilles, Greece and Egypt. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


We are prepared to clear this ship of 
_ Corn her 
Suspicion, provided you S@-e-et.Wjoursel, 
that she is genuinely fitted for first- 
class traffic and is too valuable for 
the owners to risk confiscation as a 


result of taking part in illegal 


immigrant/ 


Is OH 


‘NISYVW SIHL NI NALLIYUM 3a@ OL ONIHLON 


Please report 
a 
Bsn rs 


t traffic. 


migran 
urgently. 


im 


COPYRIGHT OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


a a - a N . ue N 7 . a _ : — . ‘ . tole 
: \ Mey Se N og N . NL \ _ Ne ; te { L- N tks a 5 ; XK. ” ; : oS — Noe 
NENG AA, Ne Ww YS ae wo NN 
y See a : . Ve eo 7 < ioe S Nowy = a OP NN 
. Ne XQ UL J ~ Le : - _ » <a ma N XN my \ Ne . 
Da, : ‘ ; : ‘ . \v no, nt Ne ‘“ ok ‘ NN “we? « As : dee NO 
ae \7 . - . , te eS : \ . So . ~& NN , too. . id \ . \ \ : NY ao ; tek 
WY. . Ne “™ . a ss _ . Ned LN: . . ; ~ AY , St Se S : ‘ — ~ . : ; oN ; Fo a _ : rr - oo 
aie S o \ ‘ 7 | - : ores “ol ag . re NO - > Oe erie 
n aH ~ \ wa re \ . \ a’ NSA ~ % Ne “ 
. . " \~ - SE ~ 
_~ 4 . : , : ~ fe sage Ses ° N 
. Ne oe ‘\ “ . WW “Noe - : o ~ ann _ _ [. — a 
\ p ~ can eed we 
; . 5 : L Se , oa \s 7 _ 
we ‘ Ne yo ee co, \N - a 
an YW XN ne . Ne NS _ - \ _ ~ NE . 
WZ * 4 We, e s, 7 . \ - Saeet a, 
- \ wv cyte 
' a . y iN : 
; Nae? § a a) : 
ip moe 
. \ - 
a . 
XN. Ne. 
Vv ~ 
a % 
wd 
Ke ae 


B. 5499/48/6 | 
- CYFHER/ OTP © DEPARTMENTAL NO:2 
= | | en TROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO MARSELLLES iY 
y f- 
ee re ) D.9.05 pet. 25th June 1947 Zz 
: | | 25th June 1947 © 
. g Repeated to "aris Ne:1200 9g : 
. 3 ALAS 2 t 
x ¢ 4 x 
2 IMMEDIATE 2 z | 
= Your telegram Ne:64 [ef June 23rd: Jewish illegal = hn 
2 immigration]. ° ra . 
. Flease clarify the exact nature of the certificate . E | 
x9 nted te the "President Warfield". I trust that ship : © 
9 s still limited to coastwise traffic while in the 8 2 
2 Mediterranean see my telegram Ne:1067 te Paris). 2 u 
: . | 2. Agents of "Aegean Star" (my telegram No:71) report : a 
g : —— ; that Shell heve refused bunkers to this ship and have o 0 , 
- : 7 a represented te us that she is to take part in bona fide . | Code. 
2 traffic between Marseilles, Greece and Egypt 5 0 | Cyphe 
8 | | We are prepared to clear this ship of suspicion, previded g > 
* a ‘ | | ou consider that she is enutnely fitted for first-class = =| Distri 
: | | traffic and is too yaluable for the owners to risk cen- E | 
fiscation as a result of taking part in illegal immigrant | | an re 9 : 
traffic. Please repert urgently. | | | : aoe | Sal 
; - Copies 


wv | 
~~ | : | | 
. ° ge 
- a - an Registry 
- : | i No £59444 48 /(y 
NL _ 
IMMEDIATE 
maaan enna 
~ : ra 
O 
7 i 
. | i | > §8 
: r 2 3 
T 2 
| Fr so 
; 1 °o 
. Z n 
—_ «1 
| | | 7 2 y, Ann) i 
tu S 
Mu #8 © 
a E R g ANTWER/? = 
b ] 
: on | m 
S pa Lady 3 
lu o 
m : 
; O ° | 
| v m 
. ° cr 
0 Cypher. 3 
t| Distribution :- : 
“) - 
Ke O 
| Zz 
L. | g 
| : 
7 - Copies to: — 
° 
a 1.7. f- 
S 
3 
= 
' a 


OFI-LE9e% “3AA (9551) 


‘"NISUVW SIHL NI NALLIVA 3a OL SONIHLON 


: 


“ 


- 


spect. 


B 


‘ 


Jewish illegal 


distintly » 


=D. 1.55 pem 26th June, 


\ 


_ 


¢ 


de luxe" 


@ 
a 
8 
8, 
2 
2 
i 
3 


1947. 
: Paris No. 1210 ~ 


don 68 a "paquebot 


Yr asccomnod ation. 


| to 
ly tel 


immigration ]. 


pt 


Repeat 


No. 76 
desori 


Confidential: 
should wish to spea 
at the same time as 
: Cv; 4 poss. 
and urge Ship 
Marseilles. telegram No. 64 [of June. s ner trem ger 


~ 


1 23rd: Jewish illegal immigration]. fs 
: : Seen 
I understand that the "President Warfield" 


¥ 


received 315 tons of oil bunkers. from the 
#rench firm Compagnie Francaise de Raffinage 
la Mede. This is most unfottunate, as it 


o 
Will give the Shio a wide radius of action 


MARGIN. 


A and_it will considerably embarrass us in our 


/. 
War Sekles efforts to. control her -if-she leaves French 


a 


IN THIS 


2) waters. You should raise this. question of 


bunkering again with ‘the French gsuthorities 


c 


Dvw abe See - and endeavour to secure an official or 
Agrees | : 
unofficial arrangement by which such highly 


i) ae d7 Suspect ships are. denied these facilities. 


OG OME 


~ 


report in Marseilles telegram 


a) 
°o 
~ 
< 
xz 
@ 
= 
=f 
© 
wn 
on 
= 
m 
a) 
e 
oa 
rer 
ie) 
] 
m 
re) 
c=) 
-] 
o 
So 
wn 
wn 
2) 
= 
re 
o 
x] 
= 


BX Chak. vessel has obtained certificate of sea- 
Cone _ 
Cypher. worthiness fer Black Sea. This looks on 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


ose ae face of it hi ‘easter ous “and : 
Distribution :— ace of it highly suspic and you should 


Deepethintnte aap Game 
C A a vessel leave at any rate until true facts have 


urge the trench Government not to let the 


been ascertained. 


3.-ersonal letter from the Secretary of 


State to M- Bidault, on general Situation but 


fe 


Gp 620 


_ Copies to :-—. also. referring to "President Warfield", will 


G.S.St. 


I.1I.P. reach you by bag tomorrow for Signature by 
the Secretary of State. Will you peace: 
report the latest position in regard to this - 
iShip to the Secretary of State in case he 


should/ 


(13556) Wt. 43697-140 100m 3/47 


[This te 

retained 

Cenfident 
TER/OT 


should wish to speak personally to M. Bidagit 


~ 
~ 


Nn 


at the same time ag. the letter is jelivered 


MARGIN. 


the ship 
embarrass 
French 

again wll 
efficial 
ships are 


De 
telegra 
sietty 2 

S 
to let t 
been asce 


IN THIS 


391430 0890934 9178Nd 3HL 4O LHD IYAdOD 


Bidault, 
Warfield' 
Secreta 

in ae ee 
should y 
the lett 
should be 


NOONOT 


z 
E 
a“ 
S 
LL 
e] 
re) L 
J 
O 
= 
1 
Ian 
O 
z 


Se 


fA 
‘a 


[This telegram is of particular secrecy and sheuld be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Confidential 
CYPHER/OTP 


CARINE? DISTRIBUTION 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS 


Ne:1217 
D.3.50 pom. 27th June 1947 


27th June 1947 
Repeated to Marseilles No:77 
4444 


IMMEDIATE 
Marseilles telegram Ne:64 [of June 28rd: Jewish illegal 
immigrant]. 


I understand that the "President Warfield" received 515 
tons of oil bunkers from the French firm Compagnie Francalse 


de Raffinage la Mede, This is most unfortunate, as it will give 


the ship a wide radius of action and it will considerably 
enbarrass us in our efforts to control her if she leaves 
Trench waters. You should raise this question of bunkering 
aes with the French authorities and endeavour to secure an 
official or unofficial crrangement by which such highly suspect 
ships are denied these facilities. 


2, We are moreover very disturbed by re ort in Marseilles 
telegram under reference that vessel has obtained certificate 
of sea-worthiness for Black Sea, This looks on face ef it 
highly suspicieus and ‘yeu should urge tt 
to let the vessel leave at any rate until true facts have 


been ascertained. 


3. Personal letter from the Secretary of State to M. 
Bidault, on general situation but also referring to "President 


Warfield", will reach 4 by fost Ped for signature by the 
Secretary of State, 1 ease report the latest position 


ll you 
in regard to this ship to the Secretary of State in case he 
should wish to speak personally to M.B 
the letter is delivered and urge that everything possible 
should be done to prevent ship from getting away. 


[Seen by Mr Gavvan]. 
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TOP SECRET 


Tecate 


I write to let you know what happened on our request that 


the French should provide a warship.to shadow the President 


Warfield in the event of the French authorities proving unable to 


hold her at Port de Bouc, which we hoped would not be the case, 


until the Brissenden could take over. 


You will remember that I asked M. Vasse to attempt to 
arrange this on the morning of 18th June, and I immediately sent 
him a letter confirming the request and giving him all the 


information we had about the vessel. 


Vasse ‘phoned back just before lunch to tell me that 
after consultation with M. Anduze Faris, the head of the French 


Merchant Marine, he thought the quickest results would be 
achieved if the Embassy got in touch with the French naval 
-guthorities direct while the Ministry of Foreign Affairs would 
lend all possible support. Our Naval Attaché therefore took 
the matter up with the Ministére de la Marine immediately after 


lunch. 


That evening John Coulson was in M. Bousquet's office 
when someone, who he thinks may have been M. Chauvel, rang up 
obviously quite irate and complained about the Embassy having 


gone direct to the M nist®re de la Marine instead of through the 
John Goulson then had.of course 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 7 
to tell M. Bousquet that we had done this at the request of the. 
Tt was of course already on record 


Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
in my letter of that date to M. Vasse, which was copied to you. 


that letter tells you of the 


The post scriptum to 
hat the Ministére de 


subsequent development, that is to say t 
la Marine said that though they were anxious to help us they 


would have to receive instructions from the Presidence du 
Conseil, and Vasse undertook to try to lay this on. 


By this time the whole of the day had elapsed and Vasse 
had to start trying to catch Bousquet the following morning. 
do just before lunch time, when | 


This he was only able to ( 
Bousquet dictated an immediate minute to M. Bidault on the 
basis of my letter of the 18th June to Vasse. | 


Since that time we have had no further response from 
any event the Brissenden 


the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and in ? 
I am told, however, by 


has of course arrived at Marseilles. 

Vasse, who requests that the information be treated as most 
confidential, that the proposal met with considerable opposition 
among MM. Bidault's cabinet colleagues. M. Vasse at an earlier 
stage suggested to me that the action of the Ttalian Government 


in providing an escort was scarcely comparable to our present 


request since we were still to a certain extent able to give 
I do not know to what extent 


orders to the Italian government. 
Ministers. M. Bousquet had, 


‘this view prevailed among the 
however, anticipated this opposition to our request on the 


evening of the 18th, when he told John Coulson that ey aaa t 
i 


Beith Esq, 
Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, ° 
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De 


it would be unwise for us to press our request too vigorously 

as it might jeopardise Gertain of the other measures of co- ~ 
operation with us for the control of illegal immigration which 

he was trying to obtain. John Coulson repl ed by pointing out | 
once more the very great importance which we attach to preventing 
this vessel from participating in the illegal immigration — 
traffic. + | | “ 


I have told Vasse that what he had to tell me was most 
disappointing, particularly in view of the fact that if the © 
President Warfield stayed in harbour so long that it was im- 
possible for the Brissenden to remain with her, we would doubt- 
less wish to ask the French Govermment to carry out any shadow- 
ing operations that might be necessary until the Brissenden or 
some other British warship could return to the scene of action. 


So the matter lies at the moment. 


I notice from the weekly list No.6 of suspect shipping 
that owing to your new method of calculating the capacity of 
these vessels that of the President Warfield has been reduced | 
from 5,000 to a little over 2,000. | | 


new? tye, 


Hoo 


‘Crossley. 


391330 090939 9178Nd JHL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


_ NOONOT 


or 


Ve 


a 


aes 


MC 


PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE 


and closed until 


*delete as necessary 


a] 
< 
ad 
o> 
= 
ar) 
= 
wh 
= 
= 
m 
‘ov 
— 
& 
Gr 
o 
i 
° 
° 
I 
J 
o | 
ww" 
Ba 
oO 
= 
Tan 
=] 
2 
: 


IN iS4F 


hs 


SB Sean eet pet 


Last Paper. (Minutes.} 


5902 


References. 


~:92uasafay 


< 
2 
o> 
= 
= 
oS 
wn 
~4 
= 
mi 
a] 
_— 
aw 
Cr 
oO 
J 
m 
© 
°o 
x 
=] 
oS 
be | 
= 
© 
m 
Cr 
oe 
=z 
=z 


go4yr F.O.P. 


Le 


ne 
aL 
. ts 4 
i 4 RET 
ee i 


Registry 
No. £53") 


Seertt. * 
Confidential 


Office of the British 
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Bucharest. 
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74/27/49 


lith Jume, 1947. 


Draft. . 


Dear Department, 2 ¢ uly 1847 


# usually reliable source of information on Jewish affairs 
told Kendall that since various Jewish organisations suddenly 
published communiqués denouncing mass migration of Jews from 
Roumania, an open breach between the Moderate and Extremist 


Zionists has only been avoided by a compromise between the two 
factions. 


2. The official Zionist Committee has, it is alleged, won its 
struggle to retain control over Jewish immigration to Palestine 
but it is to work in close co-operation with the Revisionist 


Office and a number of candidates are to be nominated by that 
Office. , 


or The Jewish District Committees, to whom the American Joint 
Distribution Committee in Roumania pay some 300,000 dollars 
monthly, are to be broadened by the addition of a: number of 
Revisionists and Jewish "Democrats" (Communists). This will 
give these two organisations access to the funds of the A.J<D3C;x 
for which they have been striving for two years, 


~:92uasafay 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


4, a part of the bargain is that Klarman is to withdraw his 
candidature as successor to Mr. Jacobson as A.J.D.C. represen-~ 
tative, and it is not unlikely that a Jewish Democrat will be 
. given the post. The source says that Klarman has been promised 
the full backing of the Communist Party provided the mass move- 
ment of Jews within the Russian Zone is stopped. It was, it 
alleged, the Russian Ambassador who, on instructions from Moscow, 
put an end to this migration as it reflected upon conditions in the 
Soviet Zone where, the Russians are at pains to stress, the 
Jewish problem does not exist. It is significant that the 
Jewish and Roumanian press has been stressing this point recently, 
obviously on a directive. In line with this policy, the Russians 


are believed to be opposed to any acts of anti-British violence 
by Jews in their orbit. | 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


De fhe migration has stopped but there are indications that 
the “organised emigration", mentioned in all the commun iqués 
denouncing mass movements is being prepared. For as already 
reported, facilities are being granted at Braila for the con- 
struction of ships for the illegal traffic for use elsewhere 
(see my telegram to Foreign Office No. 576 of 6th June). 

We are sending copies of this letter to British Middle East 
Office, Cairo, Secretariat, Jerusalem and to the Chancery, Moscow. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office. 
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“Dear Chancery, 
Will. you siease refer to our letter _ 
No, E 3612/48/31 of the 19th May about Communist | | 
infiltration into the A, JeD.C. in Roumania. , | ve 
2. We have now received a further letter from | | 
Bucharest Chancery on this subject and enclose a copy 
herein, This suggests that henceforward the new | 93 
Communist members of the District Comnittees will to = 
@ great extent control the expenditure of the A.J.D.C.'3 = 
monthly donations, = 
3. This information might well have a deterrent : 
effect on American supporters of the A.J.D.C. m 
| 0 
Yours ever, s ) 
EASTERN DEPARTMENT. 2 
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BRITISH LEGATION, 
PANAMA. 


39/176/47 June 9th 1947 


eee 
Dear Kastern Department 


I have just had an interesting talk 
with the Panamanian Minister for Foreign affairs about 
illegal immigration into Palestine, with special 7 
reference to the use of Panamenian ships. 


In the course of it I took the opportunity 
of mentioning the line taken by the Hondurean Government 
as reported in Tegucigalpa Despatch No. 39 of 14th Mey spe, 7 
to the Foreign Office. The result, though not as good oe 
as one might have hoped, was I think as good as could be 
expected considering his present preoccupation with 
local politics, and the violent reactions which can 
easily be aroused by any hint of subservience to a 


European power. 


MARGIN. 


As regards the right of search, he was 
unwilling, at least without further study, to give us 
what in effect amounted to an unrestricted right of 
search of all Panamanian ships in the Mediterranean. 

If actual proof were found, there was no objection to 

our arresting the ship, and they would cancel her 
registration. JI did not pursue the point (on which his 
lawyer's instinct was obviously aroused), except to point 
out that actual proof was very difficult to obtain 
without search. He then said that, while: right of 
search was a question of International Law, cancellation 
of Pansmanian registration was an administrative matter 
within the discretion of the Panemanian Government, and 
they would act immediately on strong presumptive evidence, 
even if it were not sufficient to convince a court of law. 


IN THIS 
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For instance, he thought that, if a suspect 
Panamanian ship, having cleared from a port outside the 
Mediterranean nominally for a port in America, subsequently 
passed through the Straits of Gibralter, that fact alone 
would justify them in cancelling her registration, thus 
leaving us free to do what we liked with her.. 


HOONOT 


I felt throughout that Dr. alfaro was 
trying to be helpful and constructive; though it must 
be remembered that the people who make money out of the 
ship-registering racket heve much political influence. 


I purposely kept the conversation on the 
level of a friendly shat, but I think you may be glad to 
have this report on it. 


Yours ever, 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.Wel.. 
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Dear 1llison, 
J.G.S.B. 
7 ae 
Mr. Ellison, —39/176/47 of June 9th regarding a conversation 
Panama. | 


Many thanks for your secret letter No. 


With the Panamanian Minister for Foreian Affairs 
about Jewish illegal immigration. 


(From Eastern 
Dent. ) Ss ' e Panamanian 


jan utlles 


& 
1s himself,willing to help 


MARGIN. 


We are sending a copy of your letter to the 


aouasafay 


interested Departments and, subject to ny 


IN THIS 


observations they may have, we entirely agree 
with the line you took as reported in 


paragraph 3 of your letter. The Yanamanian 


€ 


Copy, with letter offer to permit us to arrest a ship on proof of 


under reply, to: her complicity in the traffic is unfortunately 


Colonial Office not of much use, 


Cabinet Offices we have to act 
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(usual names ) consent of the flag State (and we have received 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


it in the case of Honduras), i 
| | Lhrowtda 
Ib | 2 We t #@ arrest ships on the high seas 


and divert them direct to Cyprus with their 
load of illegal immigrants. 

At present the Panamanian authorities can 
best help us by (a) cancelling registration in 
cases where this is likely to Mees the ship's 

or (b) holding up the ship by 


administrative means, without cancelling 


registration, nALording an we May angst 
Rem | 


Yours ever, 


Bastern Department. 
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Harbour Master states that no physical recautions 


possible but all part authorities informed that vessel under 
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hat watchman appointed by tribunal can be applied for 
but expenditure may be heavy, 
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crow M.CORDON LIVERMAN, v. P. 
13, COVERDALE ROAD, N.W.2. | 


Coe nee, “e 


WM. Beeley, Esq.-; 
Foreign Office, 


Whitehall, S.W.1 
Dear Mr. Beeley, 
As I promised on the "Elizabeth", 


I am sending you the extract from the New 


York "Times" of June 5th, from which you 


will see that the assurance I gave you in 


your Office in New York was carried out. 


I send you at the same time a 


full report of the statement which is 


condensed in the paper. 


Yours sincerely, 


~auasafay 
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of the British White P li ae are EP aed eee - 7 
HECHT VIEWS DECRIED |e ‘2s 2rtish white Peper policy| a oe oe 
BY 2 JEWISH GROUPS|*24 are appalled at the publication oe pee i 
pe of such statements as are con-)|. een ae Her . 
tained in the above-mentioned ad- er ee cea eee ot - 
bu tee! vertisement. 
and the Je#ish Labor Committee! “Terrorism is hostile to the spirit hs rr ae : 
issued’ a statement yesterday de-|of Jewish religion and tradition.”| HE aa ae 
ploring the recent publication of a eR . Gaye On & Eo 
advertisements in behalf of the marae poet ptae - . 
Palestine resistance movement by Be ae fi tee ho 
& group sponsored by Ben Hecht,: AGB oe! Re nauk re 
the writer. “4 ee hac ne | . - 
“A grave misunderstanding has| 


been created in the minds of some’. 
Americans by widely published ad-/ 
vertisements, signed: by Ben Hecht, | 


auasal ay 


“ 
‘Ea 
(risks 


foe 
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Lewd 


“These advertisements errone- 

Zously represent the only opposition 

Ito Palestinian terrorism as coming 

from a-amall group of ‘respectable 

and wealthy Jewish personalities.’ 

The undersigned Jewish organiza- 

tions repudiate this Hecht an- 

nouncement as being completely 

unrepresentative of general J 

sentiment in the United States and| 

as emanating from a small group 

which speaks for itself alone. — 

any tyes : ble Jewish organiza- 
ae tions, while unceasing in-their ef- 
Peeve forts to undo the evil consequences : 
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© AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 


386 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 16 ° MU 5-0181 


DAVID SHER, Chairman, Administrative Committee 
JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice President 


mS 


JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, President 
JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Chairman, Executive Committee 
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= FOR RELEASE THURSDAY wo 


HECHT PRO-TERRORIST ADVERTISEMENTS REPUDIATED 
BY AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITIBE AND JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE 
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A joint statement repudiating pro-Palestine terrorist advertisements 
recently published by Ben Hecht for the "American League for Free Palestine," 
was issued yesterday by the American Jewish Committee and the Jewish Labor 
Committees 

The statement deplores the misunderstanding created in the minds of 


| | some Americans by these advertisements which purported erroneously to speak 
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: | | for tthe Jews of America" in endorsing the Palestine terrorists, The Hecht 
group is characterized in the joint statement as "being completely unrepre- : 
sentative of general Jewish sentimeat in the United States" and as being 
a small group which speaks for itself alonee" 

Responsible Jewish organizations, while endeavoring to undo the "evil 
consequences" of the British white Paper policy in Palestine, at the same 
time condemn terrorism as hostile to the spirit of Jewish religion and 


tradition, the statement saySe 


i 
Be: 


: 


‘ x ~ 
| | a | | F335 / |4.2f¢ 
The text of the statement is as follows: 3 , | 
A grave misunderstanding has been created in the minds of some Americans } | | | | : ( : , Bes 
by widely published advertisements, signed by Ben Hecht, ‘co-chairman, American — a 1 § | | : ay Pagel 
League for Free Palestine! in behalf of the so-called 'Palestine Resistance Funde*. 7 : | >. _ ee St ey 
These advertisements purport erroneously to speak for ‘the Jews of America,* who | in Pre 


are represented as endorsing the Palestine terrorists, FF | a | 7 | 7 ” 
‘ , , x] e 


"These advertisements erronecusly represent the only opposition to 
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: Palestinian terrorism as coming from a small group of frespectable and 
wealthy Jewish personalities.* | | - 

"The undersigned Jewish organizations repudiate this Hecht announcement References. 
as being completely unrepresentative of general Jewish sentiment in the United 
States and as emanating from a small group which speaks for itself alonee | 
Responsible Jewish organizations, while unceasing in their afPorts to undo 
the evil consequences of the British White Paper policy in aiareine condemn 
terrorism and are appalled at the publication of such statements as are 
centained in the above-mentioned advertisements 


"The cause of the Jews is identified everywhere and at all times with (How disposed of. 
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peace, mutual understanding and the orderly processes of lawe Terrorism is 


hostile to the spirit of Jewish religion and tradition." 
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R. 615 Bel, oath June 1947 


ir ane 1947 
Repeated te Athens 
New York (Consul General) 
Pari s (Saving) 


ecoece 


Your telegram No. 617%. L 
Jewish illegal immigration. 


| State Devartment have succeeded in holding up sale 
of four L.S.7.S. and assured us That this Will not now go 


through. 


a. They have promised to let us know whether there 
is any ther action they can take against P and are . 
investigating circumstances in which he obtained Bis 
Vaited States Visa. —— 


| Foreign Office pass to Athens and saving to Paris 
as my telegrams Nos. 186 and 148 respectively. : 


[Repeated to Athens and saving to Paris] - 
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Mir, Sterndale Bennett D. 2.39 p.m. 24th June 1947 
No. 752 os ~“R, 6.45 om. 24th June 1947 


25rd June 1947 


cecccs 
Foreign Yffice pass following to Prague as my 
telegram No. o. 
Your telegram No. 6, 
Please supply date of issue of passport anc say 


whether there is sny reason to suppose that Orenstein may 
be connested with illegal immigration. 
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The case is being referred to Foreign Office to 
whom repeat your rely. 
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PARLIAMENT STREET B.O., 
| LONDON, 8S.W’.1. 


Telephone Nos. 
30th July, 1947. 


REGENT 6080. 
WHITEHALL 6789. 


0.F.85/11/B.3.2/DIS. 


Dear Cable, 


I return herewith your three: £ olders on Marcus 
ORENSTEIN, MS ae 


et 


According to our records, ORENSTEIN is a prominent 
Palestinian trade unionist, a member of the left-wing 
political group HASHOMER HATZAIR, and has in the past 
acted as a correspondent of the Palestine newspaper 


MISHMAR, 


We have no evidence connecting him with illegal 


immigration. 


Yours sincerely, 


DeJ. Scherr, 


J.B, Cable, Esa., 
Foreign Office. 
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Piecé... 6/873 ; 


Following document(sj retained in the 
Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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"COPENHAGEN. 
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With reference to our despatch No. 194 of 4th June ; 


19475 7 have the honour to report that today the Director of the 


Danish Foreign Ministry informed me, in reply to my enquiries, 


that, subject only to the confirmation of the Ministry of Justice, 


the Ministry of Commerce had instructed the Danish Customs | 


authorities that the steamer "con Fusebio" was not to be allowed 


clearance until the Danish’ authorities were satisfied that it had : 
a satisfactory certificate of ownership, also of seaworthiness, 


sions. of international loadline regulations 


and that all the provi 


were being complied with; finally that the Danish authorities should 


be allowed to inspect the ship thoroughly. W3th all these measures 


nt hope to be able to delay, by perfectly 
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the Danish Governme 
f the vessel indefinitely: 


NOONOT 


defensible legal measures, the departure oO 


I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, hunble Servant, 


GBM 


The Right Honbureble Ernest Bevin, MOP. > 


Foreign Office. 
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British Embassy, 


ROMB. 
20th June, 19447.. 


ren meee eet 


We enclose extracts from reports of conversations held 
last month between Dr. Migliore, head of the Aliens Department 
of the Ministry of the Interior, and our Assistant Visa Officer 
and a subsequent conversation between Dr. Migliore and our 
Visa Officer, both on the subject of Jewish illegal immigration. 


2e These reports are interesting, in the first place as 
evidence of the general. attitude towards illegal Jewish 
activities of the Italian official who has to deal with them, 
and secondly in connection with the Ministry of the Interior's 
project, sponsored by Dr. Migliore, to segregate illegal | 
Jewish frontéér-crossers on an Italian island. 


3. The first report should be read against our conment that 
Dr. Migliore's remarks contain a good deal of special pleading 
you will have gathered from our telegrams that Italian in- 
competence and venality play a large part in this business). 
Also we think Dr. Migliore’ s idea of a mass meeting of the 
three Ambassadors etc. is a non-starter - the United States 
Embassy here run away hard whenever the word Jew is said and the 
French are certainly not going to get involved. As regards 
the Ustica scheme, it was the intention of the Ministry of 
the Interior to deal in this waywith all unwanted aliens, who 
were rounded up in the course of the recent. census of aliens, 
which has now been completed. <A small number of refugees of 
various nationalities, including some refractory Jews according 
_ to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, (see paragraph 2 of Rome 
Z telegram No. 1294) have in fact already been concentrated as 
-@ result of the census in the Lipari islands. The Island of 
Ustica is meanwhile being reserved especially for future © 


Jewish illegal entrants. 


auaLsafay 


xf 
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4. The segregation of such immigrants is in line with the 
Italian Government's policy regarding the problem of Jewish 
refugees, which was expressed to us in a memorandum dated ist 
April and summarised for you in Rome telegram No. 757. Although 
as mentioned above a few Jews have apparently already been 
concentrated in the Lipari islands, it cannot be said that the 
Italian Government have yet gone very far towards implementing 
this policy. As far as we can ascertain, the pesition of the | 
"Hachsharoths"” has not been regularised (in Soviet parlance the 
"springboards" of illegal inmigration), American Joint 
Distribution Committee go on asiusual, and Jews receiving 
outside assistance from U.N.R.ReA. have not been obliged to 
enter camps. There is no doubt that most of the illegal 
entrants in recent months have not so far been rounded up by 
the Italian Police. On the contrary many have undoubtedly been 
admitted to U.N.R.R.A. camps, thus filling gaps created by 
- illegal emigration. In some respects the recently. completed 
registration of aliens, which was intended to enable the © 
Italian authorities to check on numbers and to control the 
movement of refugees, has even proved of assistance to the 
organisers of illegal Jewish traffic by creating a black market. 
in identity documents. Detailed evidence of ths way this” black 
market is working and of how the registration of aliens has 
been turned to advantage by Zionist organisations is contained 
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in a letter dated 7th May from the British Consul at Turin, 4a 
copy of which is also enclosed. Dr. Migliore himself admitted 
recently to the Visa Officer that permessi di soggiorno had 
been bought for as much as 20,000 lire. 


5. The statements by U.N.R.R.A. officials which Dr. Migliore 
mentioned to the effect that illegal entrants will in future 

be refused admission to camps must be read in conjunction with 
the comments in Rome telegram No. 1282 fromwhich you will have 
realised how little the reality of camp administration 
corresponds with public declarations of policy by higher 
U.N.R RA. officials. Moreover the policy of refusing admission 
to U.N.R.R.A. camps to illegal entrants appears to have been 
modified in more recent statements by U.N.R.R A. officials, 
repeated confidentially by Dr. Migliore to the Visa Officer, 
from which it emerges that illegal entrants would be accepted 
in U.N.R ReA. camps as and when vacancies are created by the 
departure of other Jewish refugees. This would mean little 
improvement on the present situation, inwhich although there is 
a constant flow of Jews in transit through Italy, the | 
population in U.N.R.ReA. camps remains constant, since the 
number of illegal entrants is roughly in proportion to the 
numbers who illegally emigrate. It must also be remembered that 
the Italian Government's stated policy is to allow illegal 
entrants segregated in Italian camps to receive assistance 
from U.N.R.R.-A. and the American Joint Distribution Committee. 
Indeed the Italian Government would find it difficult to 
justify the expense of feeding these refugees themselves, when 
these organisations were ready to do it for them. We assume 
there is no likelihood of either the United Nations or HeMeGe 
giving any guarantee to take these people off the Italians’ 
hands, as Dr. Migliore suggested. See paragraph 1 of the 
enclosed report dated 30th May).-fIn such conditions the camp 
which Dr. Migliore proposes toestablish for illegal entrants 
will be little better than an annexe to existing camps 
maintained by U.N.R.R.A.,and the expedient of segregating 
future arrivals will be a somewhat ineffective palliative for 
this illegal traffic. Moreover, apart from U.N.R.R.A. policy, 
the truth is that public opinion, especially in the United 
States, would never allow the Italians to establish a concent- 
ration camp for Jews administered with the degree of severity 
necessary to prevent escapes. This is clearly appreciated by 
higher officials of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and in 
spite of Dr. Migliore's enthusiasm for the Ustica scheme, these 


officials remain sceptical. 


7%. ‘The Ministry for Foreig Affairs are in fact sceptical of 
the Italian Government's being able to establish any very > 
effective internal control over the movement and activities of 
Jews as long as the present U.N.R.R.A. régime remains in force. 
we cannot of course accept the presence of U.N.R.ReA. a8 asat- 
isfactory excuse for Italians’ failure in this direction, and 
the blame must partly lie with the weakness and corruption of 
Italian officialdom. But whatever the causes, the situation . 
described in my telegram No. 1117 of the 16th May is likely 

to remain symptomatic, and while we can continue to press the 
Italian authorities to continue to exercise proper Police 
control over Jewish refugees and can give discreet encouragement 
to such schemes as Dr. Migliore's, we are convinced that our 
only profitable course as emphasised in Rome telegram No. 

is to try @nd ensure that a clean break is made with the past 


when the International Refugee Organisation takes over from 
U.NeReReAe It is worth reporting because so rarely can an 
American official be induced to talk about Jews - that a 
First Secretary at the United States Embassy recently said to. 


our, 
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our Counsellor that it was mad and scandalous to let U.N-eReReAo 
run DeP.'s in Italy without any proper Governmental controls. 

8. Meanwhile, the two ways which we can most effectively 
use to prevent the illegal traffic of Jews are, in the first 
place by blocking the movement of suspect ships, and secondly 
by securing a really effective control of the northern frontier. 
You are aware of the limited success we have had over suspect 
shipping and of our plans for improving this blockade. You will 
also have seen the Ambassador's letter to Count Sforza in which 
the Italian Government are taken to task for the laxity of 
control on their frontiers. The Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
have reacted favourably to this letter and have expressed 
themsé¢ives ready to discuss the question with us. It is clearly 
more economical for the Italians to stop Jews entering the. 
country than to have to control their movements and prevent 
their clandestine departure once they have arrived in Italy, 
nor can we accept Dr. Migliore's statement to the Asistant 
Visa Officer that Italian resources are inadequate for the 

task. Dr. Migliore has subsequently admitted to the Visa 
Officer that he thought illegal immigration to Italy could be 
reduced to a trickle and reports from the British Consul at 
Bolzano leave no doubts that this is soe We feel, however, 

that Dr. Migliore is right in insisting that measures to control J 
the Italian frontier will be negatived unless the Allied 
Commission authorities in Austria co-operate more effectively 
on their side. We hope to report shortly the results of 
discussion with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs on the subject 


of frontier control. : 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY. 
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ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION. 


x 


Extract from report of a conversation between Mr. Benton and ee ce ‘ eee | | ? a : ; | | | 


Dr. Migliore of the Ministry ea ee BEE a oho) . ee | | | a 7 
Interior on 29th Mays of the ey pe : : | aa. | | | Italian authorities all 
- Si) eet a cae ae 7 — 7 requesting their assist 
: | | | | the Italian Government 
USTICA. U.N.R.ReA. camps would 
Before I left for England I had a discussion with Dr. ee : wee mE | 5- I said I thought i 
Migliore, the head of the Public Safety and General Affairs ae ae | agreement had not been 
Division of the Ministry of the Interior, at which he raised ges a . - _ | reiterated his confiden 
the question of the establishment on the Island of USTICA of . | | Ee ee | acting in good faith an 
a refugee centre which would be used by the Italian Government a ae | ES ek | : _ verbal commitments. 
to house any illegal entrants who arrived in Italy after the oh eae a ee | * os 
conclusion of the registration of aliens, which was at that time [Bout | aon | | 6. He urged me to fin 
still going on. The idea was that these new illegal entrants gee ae | _ woyld be willing to all 
Should be segregated from the refugees already under Allied or ee nee | | month - not more than 2 
U.N.ReReA. care in Italy. Dr. Migliore had told me that UNRRA Ei ee : in. for refugees concentrat 
had agreed not to give any assistance to them, and he therefore ie oe 7 | restricted to serious i 
asked me to sound H.MeG. to find whether it would be possible for ae | | _ the facilities on the i 
Ue-N.O. to give the Italian Government some kind of assurance Hee ee ~ 2 : . necessary for these cas 
that these new illegal entrants, if concentrated on the island or : Soe ae : | — but to any country wher 
USTICA, would not be left indefinitely on the hands of the OU Ce ae | | thought. that with such 
Italian Government but would be repatriated or emigrated some- te : ge ; a | emigration to Palestine 
where overseas at some future date. (A note of this conversation & excluded for the averag 
and a Memorandum prepared by Drs Migliore were left with the | refugees arrived in Ita 
Refugees Department in London. Copies are in Chancery. immediately to USTICA, 
to illegal inmigration. 


Italy and elsewhere mig 
refugee centre, but he 
barbed wire and that co 
possible. 


2. My main reason for seeing Dr. Migliore yesterday was to 

tell him the result of my talks with competent departments in 
London. I said that I had found that while there was everywhere 
Sympathy and understanding for the efforts made by the Italians 
to cope with the unprecedented problem which had been presented 
to them by mass illegal immigration, it was at the same time 
felt very strongly that H.M.G. could not take unilateral action 
in helping to dispose of the unwanted refugees and that 
decisions as to their ultimate disposal could only be taken by 
the Italian Government on the one hand, or by the United Nations 


Organisation on the other. 
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5e I said, however, that if the project of despatching new 
illegal entrants to USTICA became a reality, and the question 
arose of the ultimate disposal of these refugees, I thought 

that H.M.G would give sympathetic consideration to any proposal 
made by the Italian Government to U.N.O. for a solution of the 


problem 
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le I then told Dr. Migliore that his statement, confirmed to 
me in writing in his Memorandum, that Varriconi and Solieri of 
the Displaced Persons branch of U.N.R.R.A. had agreed that they 
would not give assistance of any kind to new illegal entrants, 
had aroused considerable interest, and I asked him whether he 
could say definitely that a firm agreement to this effect had 
been madee He replied that he was satisfied that the U.N.R.R.A. 
officials were acting in perfect good faith because they had 
realised the seriousness of the situation, and he said the only 
exception which U.N.R.R.A. would admit for proffering assist- 
ance to new illegal entrants would be if no other authority in 
Italy could offer to accommodate them, since in that case the 
UNR.R.A. charter imposed on U.N.R.BR.A. officials the duty of 
taking in unwanted refugees. However, Dr. Migliore thought it 
quite certain that the scheme for the settlement of new illegal 
entrants on USTICA would be implemented within the course of a 


few days, and in that case U.N.ReReAe would have no excuse for 
offering assistance since the Italian Government would dispatch 


the refugees to USTICA as soon as they were found. Dr. Migliore 
also pointed out that his agreement with U.N.R.R.A. made it 


necessary for U.N.R.R.A. officials to announce at once to the 
Italian/ 


4 


Italian authorities all parties of new refugees who arrived 
requesting their assistance, since without an assurance from 
the Italian Government that no accommodation was available, 
U.N.R.R.sA. camps would be banned from taking them in. by 


5. I said I thought it was a pity that such an important 
agreement had not been put into writing, but Migliore 
reiterated his confidence that Solieri and Varriconi were 
acting. in good faith and that they would carry out their 
verbal commitments. : | 


6- He urged me to find out whether the Palestine Government 


woyld be willing to allot a small number of certificates each 
month - not more than 25 - to be used in extreme cases only 
for refugees concentrated on USTICA. Such cases would be 
restricted to serious illness, grave infirmity, etc., where 
the facilities on the isiaémid would be inadequate. Itwas not 
necessary for these cases to be transferred to Palestine, 

but to any country where they could be properly treated. He 
thought. that with such restrictions, thepossibility of 
emigration to Palestine from the island would be practically 
excluded for the average refugee. Once it was known that if 
refugees arrived in Italy illegally they would be sent — 
immediately to USTICA, this would act as a strong deterrent 
to illegal immigration. He was aware that public opinion in 
Italy and elsewhere might object to the idea of an isdand 
refugee centre, but he emphasised that there would be no | 
barbed wire and that conditions would be kept as decent as 
possible. | 
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| (1) Firstly, he was at pains to assure me that there was 
not lack of desire either on his part or on that of any 
Italian authority not to assist actively in clearing up the 
refugee problem as a whole and the Jewish problem in partic- 
ular, and that everything which he himself could possibly 

do in issuing the necessary instructions to such police 
officials as were at his disposal had already been done, even 
to the extent of telling the frontier guards on the Austrian 
frontier to shoot to kill if necessary. The problem was, 
however, ho longer a question of stopping a few clandestine 
frontier crossers here, or holding up a ship there: it was 
part, and a large one at that, of the whole Jewish world 
problem, and as such Migliore was of the opinion that it 
would remain insoluble at his level unless a policy decision 
was reached at Governmental level or until such time as the 
Italian people themselves took the law into their own hands 
and a wave of anti-Semiticism and all that it entails came 


about in Italy in the same way eshappened in Germany and Poland 


he was beginning to notice the first signs. At this point he 
digressed to say that prior to the war there was no Jewish 
problem in Italy and that such Jews as there were had so 
inter-married and had lived for such a long time in the 
country that they had become an integral part of Italian life 
(I have also heard this view expressed in private conversation 
during my three years in Rome). It was only since the arrival 
of the Allies that the present Jewish problem had arisen 

and it had been zllowed to arise by the Allies (no doubt from 
humanitarian motives) and not by the Italians, who were in 

no position to control the influx of unwanted refugees, It 
wes:the Allies and the Allies alone who turned Italy into a 
dumping ground for refugees and it was Allied organisations 
who had continued to feed or allow refugees into the country 
and look after them after clandestine entry, eeg. in U.N.R.R.A. 
camps where they were rehabilitated and continued to be 
maintained in the country instead of being moved on elsewhere. 
U.N.R.ReA. was going and was leaving behind (for the Interna- 
tional Refugee Organisation or who ever took over), in camps, 
some 40,000 Jews (apart from the odd 1,000,000 who, according 
to Italian reports, were on the move from German and Austrian 
camps towards Italy). To date some 7,000 Jews of the 
thousands who had used Italy as a retreat (had first arrived 
clandestinely, thereafter been looked after in U.N*R.R.A. 
camps and then been given subsistence outside the camps), had 
now been absorbed into Italian life and because they had a 
"sot going" had, during the recent aliens registration, bem 
given "Permessi di Soggiorno"; Migliore commented that no 
doubt in three years' time a considerable number of these 
7,000 fundamentally unwanted members of the population would 
be in positions similar to that of a certain GUTTMAN (a Jew 
who three years' ago arrived penniless and after direct 
approach to the Italians .was given permission to stay and is 
now worth Lit. 45,000,0008 Migliore added “it is not difficul 


to guess by what means that money was acquired". | 


(2) Thus, while the Italians appreciate the interest 
which the English have in controlling Jewish immigration from 
Italy in relation to their troubles in Palestine, and wish to 
liquidate it from their own point of view, the Italian 
authorities start from the premise that the problem is of 
allied and not Italian making; from their point of view it is 
therefore noX\ use asking them to liquidate the problem unless 
at the same time the Allies give some constructive guarantee 


that/ 
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that in return for Italian help the individuals who comprise 
the problem should be removed out of the country. 

Migliore says that Italy is not now and never has been a 
country which has sufficient resources to maintain a large, 
albeit controlled, population composed of persons other than 
genuine residents of the country who have fallen foul of the 
law. As Migliore sees it, so long as the Jews are able to 
get into the country they will be able to get out of it 
until such time as the Italian authorities themselves have 
sufficient numbers of police to prevent the entry, at any 
rate; at the moment they have 65,000 Carabinieri and 32,000 
Guardie di Finanza for the whole country and the myriad 
problems involved in policing their own people. Migliore's 
manner at this point suggested that if they had the money 
and the bodies they would physically block the northern 
frontiers along their entire length andif necessary have 
shooting matches with any authority who tried clandestinely 


or illegally to force unwanted persons into Italian territory.§ 


Why, Migliore asks, do not the Allied Commission authorities 
in Austria prevent these people leaving Austria? What use 
are any measures adopted in Italy, with their inadequate 
resources, if exit from Austria is not prevented? Admittedly 
the English controlled section of the Italo-Austrian frontier 
is better than itwas, but Jews keep pouring in over the 
French controlled section - he mentioned the figure of 2,000 
odd in the first few days of March or April; furthermore, so 
long as it is known in Gentral Europe that it is possible 

for tefugees (a) to live and rest for a period in Italy 


and (b) to get out of the country, s® long will replacenents 


for those who have got away keep coming in over the 
northern frontiers. | 


(3) Migliore then went on to say that from his point of 
view it was quite evident that the Jewish illegal movement 
must be aided and abetted by other foreign powers (a few 
moments later he specifically named Russia) and added that it 
was obvious to him that the more trouble which could be 
caused to the British in the Middle East by present methods 
adopted by the Jews, the more pleased would those powers be. 
In any case Migliore said the organisation:..and tricks 
employed in Italy had to. be seen to be believed. 


(4) Migliore then returned to the point that the problem 
had grown to such proportions that it was now virtually beymd 
his control and it was useless, as a deterrent measure, to 
ask his help piecemeal over incidents as and when they 
occurred. The more contrete plan of action must be 
formulated by the Governments concerned, with guarantees that 
Italy will no longer be considered or @.med as a dumping 
ground or transit point for Jews on their way to any other 
place be it Palestine or North or South America. He 
suggested that the time had come for a full-dress meeting to 
be called so that the Italian attitude towards the whole 
problem could be expressed and recorded and recommendations 
as to its solution submitted; at the meeting should be > 


present:-— 


The Ambassadors of Great Britain, the United States 
end France. 

The Head of Allied Commission, Austria. 

The Head of U.N.ReReAe in Italy. | 

Count Sforza or Count Zoppi. 

Dott. Migliore. } 

Mre Bentone 


(5) Having made this suggestion, Migliore brought up the je 
question of Ustica (which Mr. Benton is discussimg in London) ;] 


rf 
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he said that even if agreement was reached to use this island, 
it would be only a partial and temporary solution, as the 
island woud only hold about 6,000 persons and unless 4 steady 
‘Quota was taken off the isiand, in a month or two the situation 
would be as it is nowe He also slightly reluctantly admitted 
that considerable Naval forces would be required to prevent 
Ustica being used as an even more convenient pickup point rer 
large-scale clandestine immigration, to say nothing of the day 
to day headache involved in the administration of those persons 


who were sent to the island 
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British Consulate, 


TURIN. 


Dear Ward, 


Further to my letter of the 5th instant, regarding the 
movement of Jews from UNRRA camps, yesterday afternoon the 
Director of the other big UNRRA camp near Turin - Grugliasco - 
a New Zealander named Davidge, came in to see me with Major 
Lloyd of the Rivoli Camp. They explained that they had both 
come to the same decision, simultaneously but independently, 
that it was their duty as British subjects to report the way 
in which they considered UNRRA was aiding and abetting the 
movement of Jews from camps in Italy to Palestine illegally. 


pie Baye 


2. Mr. Davidge's chief point is that, until some proper 
form of identity document is issued to refugees, it is 
| impossible to control their movements, impossible to ascertain 
noes gE tytn how many D.P.'s (displaced persons) are in any one camp at. 
ok en) ere a given time, and finally, impossible to prevent the issue 
tenes, bh Bee of rations for people who have, in fact, already left the 
Calpe 


3e The recent action on the part of the Italian authorities 
in issuing Permesso di Soggiorno to all persons in camps at 
the time they made their check is actually, he says, helping 
the movement of Jews rather than hindering it. What happens is 
that these Permesso di Soggiorno are held by the KIBUS leaders 
and not issued to the individual D.P.'s. When a party leaves 
these permits are then reissued to new arrivals who have come 
into Italy illegally over the Austrian frontier, care being 
taken to issue the individual permits to persons who corres- 
pond more or less as to age with the original holder, and they 
are carefully coached as to what their new name is, where they 
| : are supposed to have been born, and who their father and mother 
yas Eee weree These are the only particulars given in the Permesso 
ee ee ee , di Soggiorno, which does not contain any descrition of the 

as en holder or a photograph. 
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4. UNRRA Headquarters have hitherto refused to issue proper 
documents of identity, partly on the score of the cast that 
that would be involved. Mr. Davidge points out, however, 
that they would save this cost within a few months by the 
saving in rations issued. He estimates that in the various 
camps in Italy there are at least 2,500 rations issued daily 
in excess of the actual numbers of persons living in the 
camps. Until a proper identity card is issued it will be 
impossible to stop this. Mr. Davidge's suggestions for 
issuing an identity card are given fully in the enclose letter 
to the Headquarters in Rome dated ist May, 1947, a copy of 
which he handed to me for my confidential information. He 
gave me at the same time a copy of another letter dated 2nd 
May, 1947, which he has sent to the D.P. Field Representative 
in Milan, giving what information he has been ale to obtain 
regarding the illegal movement of D.P.'s. It will be seen 
that he now estimates the population at Grugliasco Camp as 
900, although on paper he is supposed to have 1,200. 300 have 
therefore, disappeared during the last few weeks. 


5. Incidentally, Major Lloyd told me that after talking to 
me on the 5th instant he had another check We" on returning 
fe) 


res 


re British Embassy, 
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to the camp, and found that an additional 400 had left, so that 
Rivoli Camp has lost 1,000 D.P's within the last five weeks. 
Both Mr. Davidge and Major Lloyd consider it is most important 
that a proper identification for D.P's should be instituted 
before I.R.O. takes over on the ist July. Both these two 

camp directors have heard that the U.N.R.R.A. Headquarters 
staff in Rome, who have been ®aling with D.P.'s, will probably 
be taken over en bloc by IeR.O. They say that none of them 


have any practical experience of camp administration, and that 


partly for this reason and partly because they are themselves 
mostly Jews (one of them is a Communist German Jew) they are 
not at all anxious to institute any proper check. They will 

no doubt claim that their Statistical Officer has complete data 
of all DeP.'s in camps in Italy, but this data is mostly worth- 
less, and some of it false, owing to the system which has been 
worked out for new arrivals assuming the identity of a previous 
DeP.e who has departed for Palestine. This wholesale substitutic 
of identity is organised by the N.I.D.P. officers (non-Italian 
Displaced Persons) who are appointed in all the main cities in 
Italy where refugees congregate, all of whom are Jews, and who 


have the authority to give the decision as to who is an eligible] 


DePe and who is note Camp Directors cannot question the ruling 
of these N.I.DP. officers. Neither Major Lloyd nor Mre Davidge 
has been able to find out exactly how the orders for departure 
are issued to the parties who leave clandestinely and at short 
notice. It is obvious from the way it is run that there is a 
very efficient organisation at the back of these illegal 
departures. The Headquarters has been variously reported 

as being either in Paris or in Switzerland. 


6- Major Lloyd said to me yesterday afternoon that he was 

SO concerned about his own personal position in unwillingly 
having to assist these illegal movements of Jews to Palestine 
that he had been thinking of reo geinE from U.N.R.R.A} I told 
him that in my opinion it would b® far better for him to remain, 
because at least, so long as he is in charge at Rivoli, we shall 
be able to obtain some information as to what is going on, 
whereas his successor might be someone who is far less helpful. 


Yours ever, 


(Signed) S.C. LAWRENCE. 
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SECRET. British Consulate, TURIN. 


7th May 1947. 


NO. ie - 47. 
S.2c0/ 7/1 
ae 
Dear Ward, ip. Ss 
Further to my letter of the 5th instant, regarding the 
movement of Jews from the UNRRA camps, yesterday afternoon the 
Director of the other big UNRRA camp near Turin - Grugliasco - 
a New Gealander named Davidge, came in to see me with Major Lloyd 
of the Rivoli Camp. They explained that they had both come to 
the same decision, simultaneously but independently, that it was 
their duty as British subjects to report the way in which they 
considered UNRRA was aiding and abetting the movement of Jews 
from camps in Italy to Palestine illegally. 


<. Mr. Davidge's chief point is that, until some proper 
form of identity document is issued to refugees, it is impossible 
to control their movements, impossible to ascertain how many 
DP ss (displaced persons) are an any one camp at a given time, 
and finally, impossible to prevent the issue of rations for 
people who have, in fact, already left the camo. 


4. The recent action on the part of the Italian authorities 
in issuing Permesso di Soggiorno to all persons in camps at the 
time they made their check is actually, he says, helping the 
movement of Jews rather than MInCering 1b. What happens is 
that these Permesso di Soggiorno are held by the KIBUS leaders 
and not issued to the individual D.P.s. When a party leaves, 
these permits are then re-issued to new arrivals who have come 
into Italy illegally over the Austrian frontier, care being taken 
to issue the individual permits to persons who correspond more. 
or less as to age with the original holder, and they are carefully 
coached as to wnat their new name is, where they are supposed to 
have been born, and who their father and mother were. These are 
the only particulars given in the Permesso di Soggiorno, which 
does not contain any description of the holder or a photograph. 


whe 
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4, UNRRA Headquarters have hitherto refused to issue 
proper documents of identity, partly on the score of the cost 
that would be involved. Mir. Davidge points out, however, that 
they would save this cost within a few months by the saving in 
rations issued. He estimates that in the various camps in Italy 
there are at least 2,500 rations issued daily in excess of the 
actual numbers of persons living in the camps. § Until a proper 
identity card is issued it will be impossible to stop this. 
Mir. Davidge's suggestions for issuing an identity card are given 
fully in the enclosed letter to the Headquarters in Rome dated 
lst May 1917, a copy of which he handed to me for my confidential 
information. He gave me at the same time a copy of another 
letter dated 2nd May 1947, which he has sent to the D.P. Field 
Representative in Milan, giving what information he has been able 
to obtain regarding the illegal movement of D.P.s It will be seen 
that he now estimates the population at Grugliasco Camp as 900, : 
although on paper he is supposed to have Lg2O00% 4300 have, therefore 
disappeared during the last few weeks. : 


/5. Incidentally, 


5. Incidentally, Major Lloyd told me that after 

talking to me on the 5th instant he had another check made 

on returning to the camp, and found that an additional 00 | 

had left, so that Rivoli Camp has lost 1,000 D.P.s within 

the last five weeks. Both Mr. Davidge and Major Lloyd ~ 
consider it is most important that a proper identification for. . 
D.P.S should be instituted before I.k.O. takes over on the 

lst July. Both these two camp directors. have heard that the 
UNRRA Headquarters staff in Rome, who have been dealing with 
D.P.8s, will probably be taken over en bloc by I.R.0. | 

They say that none of them have any practical experience of 
camp administration, and that partly for this reason and 

partly because they are themselves mostly Jews (one of them is 
a Communist German Jew) they are not at all anxious to institute 
any proper check. They will no doubt claim that their 
Statistical Officer has complete data of all D.P.s in camps in 
Italy, but this data is mostly worthless, and some of it false, 
owing to the system which has been worked out for new arrivals 
assuming the identity of a previous D.P. who has departed for 
Palestine. This wholesale substitution of identity is organised ~ 
‘by the N.I,D.P. officers (non-Italian Displaced Persons) who 
are appointed in all the main cities in Italy where refugees 
congregate, all of whom are Jews, and who have the authority to 
give the decision as to who.is an eligible D.i. and who is not. 
Camp Directors cannot question the ruling of these N.I.D.P. 
officers. Neither Major Lloyd nor lir. Davidge has been able 
to find out exactly how the orders for departure are issued to 
the parties who leave clandestinely and at short noti€e. Lt 
is obvious from the way it is run that there is a very efficient 
organisation at the back of these illegal departures. The. | 
Headquarters has been variously reported as being either in 
Paris or in Switzerland. 


6, Major Lloyd said to me yesterday afternoon that he 
was so concerned about his own personal position in unwillingly 
havéng to assist these illegal movements of Jews to Palestine 
that he had been thinking of resigning from UNRRA. I told him 
that in my opinion it would be far better for him to remain, 
because at least, so long as he is in charge at Rivoli, we 
shall be able to obtain some information as to what is going on, 
whereas his successor might be someone who is far less helpful. 
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YOurs ever, 


(Signed) S.C. LAWRENCE. 


